April 2019
Medicine Hat & District
Horticultural Association
Box 1134
Medicine Hat, AB T1A 7H3
www.medhathort.ca

Future Meeting Dates …………. ……… Page 2
April Lunch Providers ……...………….. Page 2
April Program …..…………………………… Page 3
2019 Garden Tour……….……. …………. Page 4
Plant Sale.……..………………………........ Page 4
June BBQ ……………………………………… Page 5
Invasive Species Workshop ...….... Page 6

Attend our April 8, 2019 Meeting
for a presentation by

Laurie Goetting
&
Linda Braun
speaking on

Growing Fabulous Peonies

Regular monthly meetings are held on the second
Monday of each month (no meetings July & August)
at St. John’s Presbyterian Church at 7:30 p.m.
(504—2nd Street SE — Downtown)

~~ Our 2019 Executive ~~
Lindy Doyle—President
Mel Deydey—Vice-President
Reita Wilson—Secretary
Marj James —Treasurer
Linda Hilmoe—Past President
Chris Deydey—Director
Rose Nickel—Director
Monica Schlaht—Director
Val Hadwen—Director
Marilyn Kusler—Director
Mel Deydey—Director of
Media & Communications

548-6547
527-0054
548-3517
504-8058
504-0139
527-0054
526-4333
529-1765
548-9639
529-0068
527-0054

Treasurer’s Report
by Marj James
Treasurer

Current balance:
$ 805.65

Thank you to the
following
members
who will be
providing the snack at the

April 2019
General Meeting:

Val Hadwen
Robyne Rosenberger
Reita Wilson

ABOUT: The ‘Green Thumb’ is published each month by the Medicine
Hat & District Horticultural Society.
Any recipes, articles, antidotes, photos, reminders, important dates to remember or other submissions are all
welcome! Please contact the newsletter editor with your suggestions.
Mel Deydey —email to:
medhathortsociety@gmail.com
MISSION: The Medicine Hat and District Horticultural Society is dedicated
to the promotion of all horticultural
interest in and around the City of
Medicine Hat, and to the education of
the people of the area by featuring
qualified speakers on a wide range of
horticultural topics.
REGULAR GENERAL MEETINGS: are
held on the second Monday of each
month, at St. John’s Presbyterian
Church (Morrow Hall): 7:30 p.m.,
unless otherwise announced.
EXECUTIVE MEETINGS: are held on
the Tuesday of the next week after the
general meeting, at St. John’s Presbyterian Church (or other location to be announced). Please call Mel Deydey (403
-527-0054) for information.

UPCOMING GENERAL MEETING DATES
13 May 2019
Presenter—Roxanne Doerksen
TRAD Worm Industries
10 June 2019
Annual Spring BBQ
Presenter—Marilyn Kusler
Growing Fabulous Irises

OUR APRIL
GENERAL
MEETING
PROGRAM

We will be talking about
-origins of peonies
-basic peony botany
-planting and care
-different peony flower forms
-eight weeks of peony bloom
-The Canadian Peony Society
OUR PRESENTERS… Laurie Goetting has been gardening in Calgary for over 40 years. She has focused on
mainly perennials and found that peonies were always a
show stopper in June. In wanting to learn more she
joined the Canadian Peony Society 14 years ago. Now
with 65 different peonies growing in her garden she has
blooms from the end of May until late July.

Linda Braun been growing peonies, like Laurie, for over
40 years. Her interest in these amazing and beautiful
plants was peaked when she was first establishing a garden in St. Albert, Alberta while living near Holes Greenhouses! It was exciting to have Holes as a close resource
for her to learn and become enchanted with perennials, especially peonies. When she moved her family to
Calgary in 1993—P.'Gay Paree', P.'Sarah Bernhart’ and an
Unknown Peony moved with her. They still bloom in her
garden along with 60-70 other various Peonies. Not a
horticulturalist by profession, she has learned and will
keep learning because of the wealth of garden resources
and horticultural memberships that have helped to build
her knowledge base and to keep growing peonies a personal passion.

SATURDAY,
MAY 25
10 AM—3 PM
The Horticultural Association hosted a very successful Plant Sale last spring. We are looking forward to our members once again supporting our “Plant Sale.” It will take place on
Saturday, May 25, 2019 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm or sell-out (whichever comes first!)
The location is yet to be determined.
We ask that you pot up those extra plants when you are getting your spring flower beds
in order. If you have extra plant pots that you will not be using, please bring them
to the April or May meeting for give away. Pots from 5 inch
diameter and up are most suitable. However, please do not
bring 5 gallon pots. Please use a plant marker to identify the
type of plant and color. Please do not bring invasive plants.
Rose Nickel and Marilyn Kusler will be looking for volunteers.
Sign up at the April meeting. More details next month.

2019 Medicine Hat
Annual Garden Tour
The date has been set!
to Susan Howard for
her excellent talk and
slide presentation on
“Labyrinths” at the
March General Meeting.
Those in attendance were
fascinated by what Susan
had to say and the pictures that accompanied
her presentation.

2019 Membership Card
If you have misplaced your 2019 membership
card or sent it through the wash, please
contact Val Hadwen for a replacement.

Sunday, July 14,
2019
We will be looking for gardens for this year’s
tour. If you have a garden that you would like
included in the tour, or if you have a neighbor
or friend whose garden you believe should be
on the tour, please contact someone on the
executive, so the individuals can be contacted.

MEMBERSHIP PERKS
For 2019 we chose the
“Snapdragon” as the Flower of
the Year. In order to coordinate with the local greenhouses to supply the plants
and/or seeds, the committee
selected the 2019 Flower of
the Year last this fall, which is the time
the greenhouses order their seeds and
plugs for the following spring. It was announced in a fall newsletter, and this is
simply a reminder.
There was no particular colour of snapdragon chosen. We encourage you to
use whatever colour of snapdragon you
like in your flower beds and gardens.

Where does your Horticultural
Society membership card
get you discounts?
Blondie’s Gift & Garden Centre
(10%)

Bow Island Greenhouses
(10%)

Windmill Garden Centre
(10%)

3 Little Birds Tree Care
(10%)

Spruce It Up Garden Centre
Calgary (15%)
Green Haven Garden Centre
Lethbridge (10%)
You must show your current 2019
membership card to
receive the discount.
Some restrictions apply.

June Meeting & BBQ

Follow us on
@hort_hat

Check us out
on the web—
www.medhathort.ca

As in previous years, those attending the June 10 BBQ are
asked to bring their own cutlery.
As well, please bring serving
utensils for the salad or dessert
that you are bringing.
Members with the last names
from:
J—R:
please bring desserts
A—I and S—Z:
please bring salads
(salads to serve 8 please)

EDITOR’S NOTE:

1. Although it does not appear on the above poster, the event is registered on eventbrite.ca and that those planning to attend/participate
need to register on eventbrite.ca.
2. The workshop is FREE of charge to attend, but registration is necessary. If you have any difficulties registering on eventbrite.ca, please
contact Marty Drut at the Nature Line number above.

